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There is alwB,Ys a risk of injur'y or death ~ j 
when encounterin" wild animals ii: 

5e 5ear Aware 
o ) Ii' 

Follow these steps and help educate others. including black bears, ~ , 
l' 

If you are visiting in the backcountry: 

u AlwclYS let someone know where you are going 
;::md when YO I I picHI to return . 

• Travel during dilyliqht hours and stay on the tra il. 
• Leave your pet at home or keep it on a leash and 

under control Pels can 3qitate beilrs or attract 
them to you, 

u Travel in a ~lrouP and stay c lose together, 
~ Teach your children and other companions what 

to do if they encounter a bear, 
~ Slay alert ancl w~ltch for hear signs , including claw 

marks on trees" tracks, bear droppings , 
G Make your presence known (for example , callout) 

to aVOid il su rpnse encoun ter, 

IfVQlIj:lre camping in the backcountry: 

• Avoid campinC) near berry pa tches or animal trails , 
" Cook downWInd from YO lJ r sleeping area, 
~ Don't cook 01' store food. trash and anything with 

strol1g odors (tooth paste , insect repellent, soap, 
etc. ) in your ten t. 

• Double ba[:J and 11:.,n9 food ilnd other items at 
least 12 feet off the ground and 6 feet from a tree 
trunk 0 1' limb . Locate the bag downwind 100 yards 
from both your cooking ;:md sleeping al'eas , 

• Clean up cooking and eat in~J areas as soon as 
you h;we finishpd . Don 't le<1ve out food or scraps 
,1fOlmci your site 

• P<1ck OU ! your lr;1,oh. dOIl '1 bum or bury g l"l SS, 1011 , 

cali s food SC!i:1 pS or other garbage, 
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If you see a bear in the distance: 

o Alter yom route to avoid it, 
o Group together; keep' children and pets close at 

hand. 
o Never approach a bear - it is a dangerous wi ld 

animal. If a bear changes its natural behavior 
because of your presence, you are too close. 
Never fee d or toss food to a bear or any wild 
animaL 

M Never surround or corner a bear, 

If a bear approaches you or your camp: 

• Try to scare the animal away with loud shouts and 
acting aggressively, by banging pots and pans 
together or throwing sticks or rocks at it. 

a 00 not allow a bear to obtain food. Pack up food 
and trash, 

• If the bear IS persistent , move away slowly; don't 
ru n, 

o Face the bear, but don't look directly into its eyes, 
~ Remain ca lm, 

If the bear attacks: 

• Continue to act aggressively, Yell, make loud 
noises and wave your arms , 

• Fight back with anyth ing available and using 
everything in your power 
E.xcert in mre cases , p lay ing dead is not 
appropri ate 
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Operating Plan 
 

  

2014 National Rainbow Family of Living Light Gathering1 
 

National Forest, Uinta-Wasatch-Cache 
June & July 2014 

 
6/21/2014 

  
 

Copies of the Operating Plan will be available at the gathering 
information center and at other locations. 

 
This Operations and Maintenance Plan has been developed to 
mitigate potential resource impacts associated with the above-
stated event on the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest.  It is 
designed to follow the Standards and Guidelines of the Uinta 
Forest Plan, and the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR’s) 
applicable to National Forest Service System Lands.  Copies of 
existing applicable Forest-wide and local closure orders will be 
included as part of this Plan.  These closure orders will be enforced 
by the Forest Service. 
 
Regular meetings between the Forest Service and those involved in 
the above-stated Event (hereafter referred to as the Gatherers) will 
occur to address concerns that arise. 

 
 
The primary goals of this Operating Plan are: 
 Public health and safety 
 Minimize impacts to the resources and leave site at or near 

pre-gathering conditions. 
 Minimize impacts and disruptions to local communities. 
HEALTH and SAFETY 

                                                 
1 The Gatherers refer to this as the Peaceful Assembly and Free Speech Event. 
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1) Individuals are responsible for their own health and safety. 

 
 

 
2) The Forest Service and CALM (Center for Alternative Living 

Medicine) will be notified of any contagious outbreaks, serious 
injuries, deaths, and other public health and safety issues. 
 
 

 
3) Biological hazards generated at the CALM tent or elsewhere, will 

be disposed of at an appropriate medical waste disposal facility. 
No biological waste will be buried, remain on the site, or disposed 
of with other trash.  Bio-hazard materials will be placed in clearly 
identifiable red bio-hazard bags. 
 
 

 
4) The Gatherers will establish contacts with local agencies, 

businesses, and organizations to arrange services (i.e. garbage, 
recycling, medical) and supplies as needed. 
 
 
 

5) The CALM Unit will be responsible for emergency medical 
coordination and evacuation with area medical facilities. 
 
 
 

6)  The Gatherers will be responsible for identifying and mitigating 
any hazards. 
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PARKING/TRAVEL 
 
7) Parking will only be allowed in designated areas.  All vehicles not 

parked in designated parking will be towed at their owner’s 
expense.  Two vehicles will be allowed to function as shuttles from 
the intersection of Forest Road 026 to end of road.  These vehicles 
will be provided a pass that identifies their function.  Local travel 
management restrictions will be adhered to and followed at all 
times.  
 

8) 40 vehicle permits will be issued for FS 70901 road.  These 
permits must be attached to the front windshield to be accepted. 
Only those with those permits will be allowed on FS 70901.  
 

9) Vehicles will be allowed to stay overnight within the boundaries of 
the handi-camp designated parking area. 
 

10) Administrative parking areas are identified by the Forest Service. 
These areas will be signed and marked. Vehicles or other personal 
property will be removed at owner’s expense regardless if signs are 
present or not at Administrative parking areas. It is the 
responsibility of the Gatherers to ensure those areas remain 
accessible to the Forest Service. 
 
 
CAMPING 

 
11) The cabin located on the ridge will be flagged identifying it as a 

sensitive area.  The Gatherers are responsible for not camping or 
congregating within this cabin or disturbing or removing items 
from the gathering area.   
 
 

12) There will be no camping within 300 feet of surface water    
(streams, ponds, springs and seeps).
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KITCHENS 
 

13) Gray water and compost pits shall not be within 300 feet from 
surface water and should not be located in areas that contain 
riparian vegetation. Pits shall be covered once they are filled to 
within about 5 inches from the surface. 
 
 
 

14) If ground water appears while digging any holes (slit trenches, 
gray water, compost pits, bliss pits, etc.) the site shall be 
immediately refilled, abandoned and moved to a different location, 
generally uphill. 
 
 
 

15) The Gatherers will monitor all activities to ensure that soap, 
disinfectants, medical waste, or any other foreign material will not 
be introduced into lakes, streams, or other surface waters. 
 
 
 

16) Avoid excavating or digging out around drinking water sources. 
Use temporary collection techniques (such as rocks, logs, or tarps) 
to collect drinking water at the source. 
 
 

 
17) Kitchen washing procedures will be a three bucket system. A hand 

washing station is recommended for each kitchen area. 
 
 

18) Drinking water should be filtered, boiled, and/or treated. 
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SLIT TRENCHES 
 

19) The Gatherers are advised to maintain approximately one 
functioning latrine per 100 people. The treatment of human waste 
is dependent upon numerous factors. Therefore, to assure health 
and safety of visitors the following actions shall be followed: 
 
Slit trenches or earth pit privies will be used. They should be 
constructed on upland, dry sites.  They shall be located at least 300 
feet from surface waters, kitchens and down slope from any 
drinking water sources. Trenches should be approximately 12-18 
inches wide (i.e. shovel width or better) and of an adequate length 
for the anticipated number of people. Buckets of lime or wood ash 
shall be available at all trenches or privy sites. Trenches or pits 
shall be closed when they fill to approximately 5 inches of the 
surface. A hand wash station should be provided at each location. 
 
 
 

 
TRASH 

 
20) All trash will be removed from the site on a daily basis. Garbage 

and food waste will not be allowed to pile up.  Only paper and 
wood trash will be burned on site.   
 
 
 
 
 

21) The Gatherers are cautioned that there is a healthy black bear 
population in the area. All Gatherers should minimize food odors 
to minimize bear encounters and follow the attached “Be Bear 
Aware” recommendations.  
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CAMPFIRES/FUEL WOOD 

 
22) Fires will be attended to at all times. All community fire 

hearths/pits will be no larger than approximately 10 feet in 
diameter. Each campfire location will have a shovel and at least 5 
gallons of water.  
 
 
 
 

23) Fire rings will utilize rock or mud linings to prevent spread. Avoid 
digging out fire pits in meadows. In other areas, the immediate 
surface material should just be removed. 
 
 

 
24) Dead and down firewood may be used. No cutting of green trees. 

Standing dead trees that are cut must be less than 18 inches in 
diameter at breast height.  Stump heights must be less than 12 
inches.  No trees will be cut within 300 feet of surface waters 
(streams, ponds, etc.).   
 
 
 

25) Fire Pits will not be within 10 feet of flammable material. 
 
 
 

26) Communal fire pits are encouraged over individual fire pits. 
 
 
 

27) If fire danger increases, fires may be banned. 
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ANIMALS 
 
28) In order to ensure wildlife safety,  protect natural resources and 

minimize negative impacts to public health, domestic animals must 
be under leash control at all times or confined in a vehicle.    
 
 

 
29) Dog waste will be cleaned up immediately and disposed of in slit 

trenches, compost pits or in another environmentally responsible 
manner.  
 
 

 
30) All domestic animals will be removed by their owners.  All stray 

animals will be removed by the Gatherers at the end of the event.   
 
 
 

31) Forest Service and the CALM Unit will be notified immediately if 
there is an outbreak or suspected outbreak of Parvo Virus. 

 
SITE REHABILITATION 

 
 

32) Unless areas are identified and excluded by the Forest Service 
resource advisors, all parking areas, bus villages, trails, and areas 
of concentrated use will be scarified and  seeded with annual 
ryegrass or other native seed mix approved by the Forest Service. 
Brush, limbs and other dead and down material may be used as 
mulch. Seeding will be accomplished by the end of clean up of the 
gathering. 
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SITE REHABILITATION (Continued) 
 
33) Slit trenches, latrines and fire/ bliss pits will be filled and covered 

with native material from the surrounding area or native material 
originally removed from the pit and mounded with excess material 
to allow for settling. Rocks will be scattered to give a natural 
appearance to the landscape except within fields/meadows where 
they must be scattered outside of the field/ meadow area. 
 
 

34) All trash will be removed from the Forest and disposed of at 
recognized sanitary landfills, transfer stations, or local trash 
hauling companies. Bio-hazard material will be disposed of at an 
approved facility. 
 

 
 
35) All human made structures not previously existing at the gathering 

location (temporary water collection structures, bridges, non-
natural materials, swings, lean-to’s, ovens, “art” etc.) will be 
dismantled, removed, or scattered to achieve a natural appearance. 
 
 
 

36) Any user created trails will be rehabilitated. Existing trails will be 
returned to a width specified by the Forest Service, with the 
appropriate water controls to avoid concentrations of water and 
prevent erosion and gully formation. 
 
 

 
37) All water lines will be removed from the gathering site. 
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SITE REHABILITATION (Continued) 
 
38) All vehicles abandoned by the Gatherers will be removed from the 

National Forest at the owner’s expense and at no cost to the Forest 
Service. 
 
 
 

39) Site specific rehabilitation needs will be identified at a walk 
through with the Gatherers and the Forest Service resource 
advisors after July 4, at a time to be pre-determined. 
 
 
DEVELOPED RECREATION FACILITIES 

 
40) Only paying campers are permitted to use the facilities at the Mill 

Hollow and Currant Creek Recreation Areas.   
 
 
OTHER 
 

41) All straw or hay brought to the gathering for any use will be    
certified as “weed-free”. 
 
 

42) Forest Service will flag areas of sensitive resources and the gathers 
will maintain flags and stakes.  Gathers are to stay out of these 
sensitive areas. 
 
 

        
 
 


