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Paula Bamhill/R3/USDAFS@FSNOTESCorbin
Newman/R3/USDAFS

07 t20t2009 12.35 PM

To

cc

occ

Sublecl Fw. USFS needs Ralabow Stte CIi te' ia

Rainbows 4

Corbin L. Newman, Jr.
Regional Forester, Southwestern Region
US Forest Service
Telephone: (505)842-3300
FAX: (505) 842-3110
E-mail: cnewman02@fs.fed.us
--- Forwarded by Corbrn Newman/R3/USDAFS on a7l2Ol2AA9 12135 PN,4 ---

"carrick Beck"

IilI To

cc

"Codcin Newman" <cnewnan02@fs.fed.us>

I lx!1i%""961,ix"; "r?.',:; ;'5 #
<gzepeda@fs.fed.us>, "Kendall  CIark"
.kclark@fs.fed.us>, "Richard Markley"

08/2812008 01 14 PM

<rmarkley@fs.fed.us>, "Daniel Jiron" <dJiron@fs.fed.us>,
"Erin Connelly" <econnelly@fs.fed. us>
Re: USFS needs Rainbow Site Criteria

Corbln,

Look-ng rorv"ard to ne. l  ing you r IexL heds.

Thanks,

Garr lck
.  Or ig inal  Massaqe -----
From: "Corbin Newman" <cnewmano2@fs .  fed.  us>

ii,';?ri;::l:Et3:li!ilffi '.G#i!-a' r
Cl ark '
<kclark@f s.  f  ed-us>; "Rr-chard Niarkley" <rmarkleyra, f  s.  fed-us> ;  "Daniel
rJ l ron"
<dl  i ron@fs .  fed -  us>; "Er in Connel ly ' r  .econnel ly4fs. fed-us>
Sent:  Thursday, August 28, 2008 1-2:02 PM
Subject :  Re: USFS needs Rainbor, /  SiLe Craterra

Subj
ect

> wr l f  be

carr ick.  Faye is out of  town so 1 '11 make sLrre she gets th is.

very helpfuf .  Corbin
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> Corbrn L.  Newman, Jr .
.  Fagiondl  t rorpsLer,  SoulhwesLern R^qion

> US Forest  Servr ce
> Telephone: (505) 842-3300
> FAX: (s05) 842-3110
> E-mai1:  cnewman02@fs .  fed.  us

To

cc

"carr ick Beck "

-ilaa/2a/2aa'11.53 *itfrffinH,AM 
< fkrueqer@f s .  fed.  us >

-Mr 
rL- Daar;r ,cAr 
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Re: USFS needs Rainbow Site

> Hel lo fofks,

'  fhese dre wo p'FVlous si  '  . r t 'o l  la conra_-s l - -on prev'ous et to ' tS
r r^nr tn^?l  rh6c6 

^^mm 
. - . '  ^{  

l^n^ay ian^- i  c

,  went i i lo dis^ussions ol  eac'r  o l  Lhe speci l rc s l tes suggested. I  rh ink
> thls
> should be helpful  .

> A) Thls is f rom 2007, wr i t ten by a scout who vis i ted the s l te l is t

,  Srte CL Lel :"  a-d OLher Suggeslrons

> " In the sprrr t  of  co-operat ion" I ,  as an indavidual  who volunteers on
> occasions to look for  large scaLe encampment s i tes for  Rainbow

'  
h i /a .h.ce.  a l - .d rhF l -11-u' in-  

-arar:1 
. r i ,a '  :  h^n n^ 

'hr l
> future
> si fc s looesi i . .s hv rhe U.S.FS wi l l  not  be so wasteful  of  t ime and



money
> to
> review -
-  

Ei^h vo-r  d i r fp lan,  
- ,FA< 

- f  
rhc .o|nr.v are cho ru!  YoL rc I ' rY-

th ls,
> in i tsel f ,  of ten dictates some of the parameters for  s i tes.  For
example/  a

-  wesLer-r  drcd genFral ly means hLgh elevdf lon wl l . l  be .FoLl i led Lo Find d
.  spr ing noc "ow1Fd" ol  develooFd and in use lor  sLnmpL 91oz' lg.  For an
> eastern s i te,  th is,  again general ly,  is  not a concern,  but f r -nding
a reas
> of
> nat ional  forest  wi thout intrusive pr lvate property becomes an lssue.
Thas
> year a southern area was chosen, so the " idea1" s i te needs to anclude

.  F-.1 '  .  ! ,oa o-o 
^r-  

l - .  . rm a q f -  In la ' !se r l  as hear w- l l  be a

,  facLor of  cons derat .o i . .

> Cr i  te r . i  a List :

> I f  there is no "cather jng grade" road to wrthin a fev, /  ml les of  the
si te,
> 1t
> isn' t  a sr te.  A gather ing grade road is one and a hal f  to t \ to lanes
wide,

-2n- l i la 
in-  l^ 'dF p\ /  r  \ma rrahi . lFc c: lFlv lhF r-rd <irr  f : . :c

1S
imm-ra,  i r l  

^- . ,6,4 ^ '  ^ , r \ /a l  
avan dirr LvrrY o

support
^- iL: .d - ,a-  

F.^m :  n i rL ind:rF^ r-  lhF 
- . r  

r i ll  Lwo-wdy

> trai lhead, a one Lane road is oK 1N conjunct ion wi th a "shuLtfe"
system.
'  Snul  l  le systems arF was'  ^ l  l l  and Lo be avoided ' f  possible,  a s ' te

ne eds
> to
> meet most al l  other requirements to meri t  th is t ransportat ion
nightmare.
> Potentral  sates wi th roads through them are not v lable unless the
U.S.FS
> is
> wi l l ing to work wi th gaLherers and determine i f  an area closure or

-^r . l  
r l^ . , 'a ic 

'ad' , ,ad 
r^,  e- lFr i '^nmpnr:1 nr^rF. t  

^ .

> Parklng
> There is no such thing as a parklng 1ot in Lhe v, /oods; therefore a
creat 1ve
.  c, l , , '  i r  -q alwFVc 

-pat 
i  raA L ,  ]F- ra wirh ' r . r  ro stx thousdnd

> vehic les.
$i^6i l l  / r '  :  l r .^6 
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'  f 'n. .  Podds:de parkrng is !he least  desi ldble so- l  J ron, bu'
un fortunate 1y

'  mosl  o l ren Lhe case. A_y 'oad, 'ede-al ,  sLafF ol  co r-rLy,  i l  i l  d l lo*s
for
> al l  four $/heeIs to be of f  the road ls ofLen used,
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r .^- ic i i -c

p"-p ! r .c ch^u. haL Lhe besL case Scenar-o l r '  
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> where lndiv iduals arr ive,  park,  walk 1n and don' t  leave the si te unt i l

'  r  nal  dep-rLLre.  A s-Le.[ar ' ro ' r  p! i /aLe o'op-- t ]  and fowns .s



"  rdeal"  .
> Also f rom the parklng lot  or  t ra i l  head a one to f ive miLe "walk 1n"

to
> the
> actual  camping area is preferred.

> Water
> Spr ings emanat ing f rom eLevat ions above the use area are the " ideal"  '
> Thls
> al lows for a grawiLy distrrbut ion and f i l t rat lon system to be
employed.
r  

_caeeka, 
r ivers and lakes can be used as a potable source but tends to

> create more drf f icul t  d istr ibuLion and fr l t ratron. Also any pr ivate

c 1a lms
> to water sources need be addressed before a s i te 1s chosen for use_

> open areas and Slope
> " Ideal ]y"  a s i te should encompass at  a minimum one large area of
meadow or
> clear cut  for  use in ceremony and feedlng purposes. Also any si te that
> contains sfope of  2O?i or more owef the whole area is not conducive for
> cenc
> sty le camplng.

> Down Dead wood
> No l ive \ rood is used at  Painbow Gather ings so a fa i r ly  large (xy

cords ? )
> amount of  wood is required i r l  normal s i tuat ions.  GaLher ings, due t-o

f  r re
> bans, are lncreasingly shi f r ing to\ , /ard propane so this cr i ter ion
should be
> considered as minimal .

> Percol  at  ion
> sl j t  Lrenches, as def ined by the Us Army Large Scale Maneuver
Encampment
> Guide, are used at  Gather lngs,  so the composi t ion of  subsoi l  is
important.
> and areas that do not percolate need to be ident l f ied.

> Flora and Fauna
> si tes contalnlng large areas of  endangered f lora or fauna are not to
be
> considered. I f  such si tes have a l lmi ted area of  habi tat  thaL can be

-  
r  l :^^o. l  da-, : .1:r  i^n i r  .ac. le fo ]^F r- ,a l -Ff^,  c ^ wnna

-  
'  'd99su 
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> lnto tne area.
> Addi t lonal1y,  any histor ical  roonuments need to be identr f ied and
fabel  ed
> as
> sucn.

> Land Cla ims
> Any si tes wi th pr lor  cfaims such as areas of  pr iwate property or
American
> Indlan issues need to be noted so Lhat a use decis ion can be made by

^n . . -  i rd 'v idrr l  basts.

'  oLnFr suggesl  'ons to . .S.FS employees responsib e or f lndlng
pot ent 1a 1



> a.  I f  the roads in the potent ia l  s i te area are actual ly marked
> using
> county routes,  p lease use them when wrl t ing direct ions to the s i te '
> b.  Actual  miteage between turn-of fs is a good thlng.
> c.  p lease do not l is t  as U.S FS contacts LEO'S or Publ ic

Re locat i  on
> Off icers- I f  a person scout ing actual ly ca1ls a distr ict  or  regional
> of f ice,  iL is most 1ike1y for di rect ions Lo a potent ia l  sr te,  or  to

> quest lon land ownershrp,  or  an environmental  issue -  none of  which a

LEO

> PR person can answer.
> d.  Please avoid asking anyone to check or leview potentaal  s l tes

in
> the middle of  hunt ing season.
> e.  I l  at  a l l  possible,  provide a contact  that  can be reached on

a
> weekend as many who look for s i tes work durrng the week.

> fn SummaLion;

> Rarely are al l  " idea1" cr l ter ia met-  Most of ten a choice of
compromises
> betv/een Least undesirables is made. There is however sorne cr i ter la
tha t
> automat ical ly eLaminate any suggesLed atea. These are:
> No usable road to s i te.
> No water on si te.
> No "safe" parking within mrles.
-  

r^^ m,,-h n1 i \ , ) r  a uir  h,n n. . . .qed 
- ,c-

> Cultural  or  habi tat  issues that cannot be resolved-

> I  hope this l is t  of  cr i terra and suggest ions are a useful  reference
for
> future USFS employees charged with searching Lheir  d istr icts for
potent ia1
, ' r -da e-.1- |  d-aeas,

> Regards.
> Name

a, Thlc L, :c h\ ,  -n-r  krr  i l lFn 
-rrFr 

\ / ;e i

> suggested by fs fn '05

.  ' .  14- lcai  Lwo reodows, not -LSt one. Ore 'neadow is loa parking, the
other
-  ic  f^r  rha 

^:rhar i rd 
i r<Ftr  rdcr ' ]  tv rhesF nced r-  t -  
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co
> give separat ion between the parking and the gathertng. A mi le would be
> n1ce.

,  2.  L,Je need f  rewood. c lear cuts,  - [o99 ng, and mir  i9a' ion nake o sr te
> pret  ty
> rnuch useless.

.  3.  AcL rv6 Indusr l  a l  oreds dren t  appropr iaLe.



> 4.  Major roads running through a s i te should be avolded This includes

> pawed hlghways, as te l l  as improved gravet/dir t  roads A few mifes L1p

a
> passable 4x4 road is just  f rne.

> 5.  whi le open water f rom creeks or r ivers works,  spr ings are

preferred.
r  More than one water source is also preferred

> 6.  The al t i tude should be kept under 11,000 feet,  and preferably under

> 10,000.

> 7.  The nearest  town shoufd be further than walking dlsLance (unl lke

both
> srtes the USFS recommended near Leadvi l le)  f rom the nearest  l iquor

store,
> t lke say,  10 n ' . i1es minimum

. -  or  ig lnol  l \4essaoe -
> From: Jef f  Kl ine

- 
"" ' I i l ;  

cnewmano2iofs.  fed.us ;  fkrueger@fs .  fed.  us
> Cc: mark.  rey@usda .  gov
> Sent:  Tuesday, August 19, 2008 5:20 PM
> Subject :  USFS needs Rainbow Site Cr i ter ia

> Garr lck:

> The Regional  Forester,  Corbin Newman and t .he Deputy Regional  Forester.
> Faye Krueger, request that you send them the CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTABLE
> RAINBOW GATHERING SITES ASAp so that they can circulate that  cr i ter ia

EO
> the Forest  Superwisors for  the Carson, Santa Fe and G:Lla in adwance of

our
> meet 1ng -

> we are conf i rmed for wednesday, september Srd at  2PM at the Regional
> Foresters of f lce in Albuquerque.



Corbin
Newman/R3/USDA
FS

07l2Ol2OOg 12:35
PM

r r  l l i . )  +, /

To Paula Bamhill/R3/USDAFS@FSNOTES

cc

bcc

Subject Fw good meeting, request for audio

To 'Corbin Newman" <cnewman02@fs-fed. us>

cc

Subj Re: good meeting, request for audio
ecl

Y.\odar\  ,+vY11a o-;€c Fa, l  r. . . . .  . .JS ;

Rainbows 2

Corbin L. Newman, Jr.
Regional Forester, Southwestern Region
US Forest Service
Telephone: (505)842-3300
FAX: (505) 842-3110
E-mail: cnewman02@fs.fed.us
--- Forwafded by Cotuin Newman/R3/USDAFS an A7l2Ol2AAg 12 34 PM ---

09/05/2008 05:05
Pt\,,|

tnanKs.

I t 's  end of  the day fr iday.  I '11 be back to you ear ly nexl  week.

Garr i  ck

'  Or ig jndl  M'ssag'  - - - - -
From: "Corbin Newman" <cnewman02@fs. fed.  us>
To: "Garr ick Beck "
Cc:
"c1l5er
zepeda" <gzepeda@f s.  fed.us>; "Kendal1 Clark" <kclark@f s.  fed.us>; "Daniel
FaFl"  .dr  aF l  "  l  s . ,  ad.  Lrs ;  "Pichard Markley'  . rmarkley)fs. fed.us. ;  "Dan' ly
R
Monloya" <drmontoya@f s.  f  ed.us> ;  "Daniel  J i ron" <dj  l ron@f s.  fed.us' ,  "Er in
Cornel ly"  econnel ly@ls. led.us, ;  "M. -hdel  Frazie "
<mf raz 1er01@f s .  fed .  us > ;
, 'G1en H Picketr '  <gpickett@fs.  fed.us>
Sent:  Fr iday,  Septencer 05. 2008 4:2 '1 PM
c L:6-r  D^.  
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> Hi Garr lck.  I  too feel  we
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> video-conferences so have
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our

contacts for

"Garrick Beck"



> three forests.
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' lark -  ForesL S lpcrvlsor\
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> Santa Fe NF Mike Frazler (Dan.f i ron -  Forest  Supervisor;  Er in

> Connel ly -

> Corbrn L.  Newman, Jr .
.  D6^i^n: l  F^,Felar q^rrr  hu,Fel  c in Padi .h

> l ls  t  oresc Servace
> Telephone: (505) 842-3300
> FAX: (505) 842-3110
> E mai l :  cnewmano2@fs .  fed.  us

'Ga!I1CK BeC <

' -
To

cnewnan02@fs.fed.us>
> 09/a5/2AAB 02:7\
cc
>PM

good "eet lng,  raqdasl  lor  d id o

> Corbln,

Thaok you dnd your sLatf  for  Lha t-me dnd at tenl  lon W-dsday at lerr  oon.
We

r ra / l6Fini to1 \ ,  
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L i le oL Lhe ardio

of
> our
> video conferencing that would be good. we can post LhaL becalrse there
afe

'  ' ike to be able to hear our discussions.

.  There dre oLher 'opics lo ger bd-k w t-h you but those wir l  havF to
wai t
> unt i l  af ter  the weekend

> F9afr l  I  arry Llrar l \ - ,

> Garr lck



{r l t ) f t ) ' ,u i

Corbin To Paula BamhiIUR3/USDAFS@FSNOTES
Newman/R3/USD
AFS

aTnor2oos 12.34 
bcc

PM

Subject Fw: Weds. meeting & Sept. mtg notes

Rainbows

Corbin L. Newman, Jr.
Regional Forester, Southwestern Region
US Forest Service
Telephone: (505)842-3300
FAX: (505) 842-3110
E-mail: cnewman02@fs.fed.us
--- Forwarded by Corbin Newman/R3/USDAFS on A7l21l20og 12 34 PM ---

To <cnewnan02@fs.fed.us>

cc

"Garrick Beck"

F
09/2912008 09:59 subj weds. meeting & sept. mtg notes

Corbin.
l'm emailing to confirm that there is a meeting set for Wednesday Oct. 1st at 2pm
at the Forest Supervisor's office in Santa Fe at the Rodeo/Zia road location.
Also, I've attached the report lwrote up from notes from our last meeting. lt's
what I  sent out broadly.
It probably emphasizes some things over others but I've tried to be factual and
present everybody's points.
At the end, I write a little comment which I hope you can take a look at. This
comment particularly goes to a part of the dynamic that makes a huge difference
in how the events run.

Thanks again for you t ime with al l  this,

Garrick

Hel lo Family,



Here is my report on what occurred at the meeting Wednesday,
September 3'd at the Regional Forester's office in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Attending were myself, Alberto Atencio, Frenchy, Cedar Atencio, & Jeff
Kline as gathering participants. Regional Forester Corbin Newman, Special
Agent Glen Pickett,  Carson N.F. Forest Supervisor Kendall  Clark and her
resource/admin associate Dan Rael, Gila NF Forest Supervisor Dick Markley and
his resource/admin associate Danny Montoya, and Santa Fe NF Deputy Forest
Supervisor Erin Connelly and her resource/admin associate Mike Frazier as
representatives of the FS.

The people from the Gila, the Santa Fe and the Carson appeared by
videoconference. So far as we know it was not taped or recorded.

First I want to summarize what was discussed in the order it was
discussed; and then l ' l l  editorial ize a bit  at the end.

We got started about 2:10 pm with Corbin Newman leading introductions
and everyone making agreeable statements about wanting this year's Gathering
to go smoothly, be harmonious with the land, have a cooperative process to
select a site everyone likes, and have low incidence of any kind of problems.

Jeff led off with a discussion of timelines for meeting with district resource
people who may have suggestions for sites, scouting sites we find, scouting sites
they find, finding sites that are agreeable to everyone and don't have problems
like archaeological or protected species or other identiflable issues.

Corbin agreed with Jeffs analysis about working together early -
beginning now - and continuing thru the process of finding alternative sites that
everyone finds accePtable.

Then Corbin spoke about needing 'some sort of permit.' He described the
FS's need to be accountable to the public. He explained that the permit process
was the method that the regs provided for that. And users had to be held
accountable also. The permit was the process for that to happen too. He said this
was'critical' and they were going to enforce all regulations.

I replied to Corbin saying there needed to be much more talk about that.
But I wanted to lead off on a positive note so I spoke with the folks from the three
forests first.

My points were a) There were huge problems with the FS recommending
poor-choice sites. I said I would leave them all copies of two scouting reports (all
names deleted) describing going to look at FS recommended sites: industrial
area, historically protected site, no water, no firewood, no parking, dangerous
roads, etc. I explained how this lead to scouts spending huge time looking at lost
causes and left the impression on others that the FS wanted to send us into
impossible spots. And if we don't look at all the sites they propose then we get
accused of not being cooperative. So, they need to vet their own districts'
suggestions. b) Over the decades we have noted that sites come in clusters as
arranged by nature. That is. there is likely to be several sites near each other as
part of the same basin or river branch system, or valleys along a range, etc. c) lf
we can find several alternatives near each other that we like and they like, then
come spring council the pueblo, the people can look these over and make its



consensus. That's ideal because it saves everyone effort and stress.
Then addressing Corbin, I said I believed that the past two years we had

used an Operating Plan as an 'alternative manner' to satisfy the conditions of the
permit system. I said the Operating Plan went into much more detail than their
permit system and as a result from a resource stand point this had worked well
each year.

He replied that accountability was the issue. That someone needed to
stand up and be accountable for what impacts there were - or might be - and the
permit was their process for obtaining that.

I explained that the greatest problem with a permit was that it required us
to organize ourselves into a structure. To the forest officers I noted that while we
nad plenty of organizational abilities (such as the process to feed thousands of
people and provide all kinds of services) we had zero organizational structure
and that part of the expressive nature of the gatherings was making an example
that humans could live together without a hierarchy To Corbin I said that while
we here can give you our assurance that we will work with you on cooperative
selection of a site, we cannot give you any assurance that anyone will cooperate
with the permit's signature/agenVrepresentative requirement.

He said that issuance of a permit was 'crucial.'
I said that brought us back toward the places we were over a decade

ago. But I  didn't  have a problem with the FS issuing a permit - i f  the mutual ly
agreed to processes in the Operating Plan were met, then the FS could sign off
on, and issue a permit -uni lateral ly. That was what we had been suggesting in
meetings since 1983. That was the process used by user groups on public
spaces all over the country. lt was only the Fs that had this quirky requirement
that we designate an agent.

Corbin indicated that there had been problems with accountability in that
process and how did we assure that the conditions in the Operating Plan would
be carried out?

I described what we had planned for that process for last year and stated
that for whatever reasons the FS and the Rainbows hadn't met as planned to go
over things enough. The planned process was - and should be - every mornlng
the FS resource and Leo people meet with Rainbows at the front gate and
discuss what is happening and what problems there are. Then that group hikes
on in toward information (or cooperattons lodge) and meets there with people
inside the Gathering. Everybody works to resolve whatever difficulties there are
that day. I noted that this had worked very well over many years and we ought to
be doing this exact thing next year.

The FS supervisors agreed and I suggested that since the question about
the permit and the signature were clearly a political football, that for the time
being we let that football rest where it had rolled to on the playing field and go on
with discussing whatever other topics we had.

Corbin steered the direction around the table.
Frenchy said he would pass - for now - on the topic of the permit but he

gave a vivid description of how scouts and family look at sites and how there is
in undefinable spir i tual cal l ing that the land gives us that says, This ls The Place



and said we should come back to that topic and revisit it later-
Frenchy spoke about the idea of 'pre-approved' sites explaining that may

times flnding somewhere or agreeing on somewhere only actually happened at
the last moment, so there was a difference betvveen pre-approval and mutual
approval - both of which meant that the slte was good for use for a Gathering.
The FS indicated they understood this.

Corbin spoke about'mutual expectat ions and responsibi l i t ies'  that we and
they both had these in regard to both the land and the public.

Cedar spoke briefly in response to a question about young people's
participation. He indicated that as a young person he was very interested in all
this and would have more to say as the years go by.

I spoke about how many Gathering participants have urged the FS to
protect sites that have good potential for large and 'extra-large'group expressive
uses. lt was much harder to locate usable sites today than it was twenty or thirty-
five years ago. This is because many sites have been logged or industrialized, or
privatized; and because many sltes have been (often by the co-ordinated actaons
of Rainbows and FS personnel) protected by being included in wilderness areas,
or scenic river areas, or have had protected species habitat identified. I
suggested that the FS should begin a system-wide effort to identify and protect
sites useful for public assembly.

Carson supervisor Kendall Clark talked about the need to notify and work
with local area people better than we did in '95 when the Rainbows came to Tres
Piedras. She was referring to the Northern Spanish families who have been on
the land here 400 plus years. There was conflict - at least in the press - with
them in '95 and we should communicate in order to avoid that if we were going to
be in the Carson again. She said problems of that sort are "bigger than the
Forest Service' can solve.

Dan Rael, who was District Ranger in '95 and gave us high marks for the
cleanup back then - and who testified very favorably to us during the trial last
year of the arrestees from the 2007 regional - spoke to the other Forest
Supervisors and their associates explaining that this was no three week affair.
This was going to be an all-consuming series of tasks that would take far more
time and staff attention than they could possibly guess.

I talked briefly about the Fourth of July Silent Circle Meditation for Peace
and how the whole of the Gathering centers around that. I noted that the
meditation had not been interrupted this past year by armed patrols or planes
overhead and that this was a good thing that should be continued this year.

There was a general discussion about site criteria.
Jeff talked about road closures and making sure horse patrols dtdn't poop

and pee in the kitchens and in the streams we are trying so hard to protect.
There was agreement about that, and the non-use of horses. Jeff spoke also
about the problems of ATV's riding thru the crowds carrying offlcers across
meadows when there could be way less environmental damage if officers were
on foot. There was not agreement about thrs.

There was a discussion about how to keep in touch. lt was suggested
that we choose an email or web address where the FS can post its proposed



sites. I  said I  would bring this discussion to'others'and get back to the FS.
There was discussion about some of the scouting taking place before

snowfall with the caveat that often in New Mexico springs are running in the fall
(because of what are called the afternoon Monsoon rains) which are nol running
during the sprlng and early summer.

There was discussion about when to meet again. And the tentative time
(and place (clearly subject to change) was set for Wednesday October 1't at the
Santa Fe NF Supervisors'office rn Santa Fe. 1 to 3 Dm.

At 4:1 0 pm the meeting was over.

IMy afterthoughts
First,  l thought the meeting was supposed to be much more about maps and
places and ideas about sites. We were all knocked off course by the Regional
Forester's assertion that the permit signing was going to be an issue again.
I think this is because of d is-satisfaction with the legalization of the event by the
Leo forces inside the FS, but also supported by the FS resource people who felt
that the Operating Plan processes weren't working for them in the way they
wanted last year.
Given that, I  think the discussion hit  the nai l  on the head several t imes. as the
above report indicates, with real thoughtful explanation of how things went and
how they are for us.
The resource-based, 'Let's work together to find workable sites'focus was
entirely supportive, with no conflicts.
I don't think Corbin Newman and his team - who voice all the kind hopes toward
making things go smoothly - realize that the forces that are pushing for the
permit signature are doing this partly with the hope of pushing the Gathering
once again into the zone of illegality and that if they allow this, Ihey will be
finessed right out of any control whatsoever. I don't think they understand that in
the case of an illegal event the Regional Forester, the Forest Supervlsor and all
their administrative people and all their water, land and other resource oeoole will
be pushed right off the map: that they will not be allowed to talk with us; they will
not be allowed to meet with us; they will not be allowed to work with us; the NIMT
(National Incident Command Team) wil l  be in charge and they wil l  not so much
as be able to enter the 'illegal' area without the Special Agent's armed escorts,

So I 'm hoping (remember in '07 |  got the "Delusional Faith and Everlast ing Hope
in the F.S." award) that Corbin and his staff (who seem extremely friendly and
un-afraid of the event) will work with us to figure out a way to cooperate across
the board, bridge the gap of legality with some method that supports their public
obl igations and honors our spir i tual individual ism.
In sum, I feel it was a very realistic meeting with no nicey, nicey nonsense. We
got right to the disagreements we have and let those rest while we went ahead
with plans for smooth operations in the field.
I am going to attach the two reports about site scouting (,05 and ,07) that I left for
them. These are text-hig hlighted exactly as I handed them out.



Next time somebody else can take notes.
A question for anyone who has actually read this far is: should I suggest they
post info to scoutingreports@yahoo or somewhereelse@website or where???
See you all in New Mexico for the 38th Annual Rainbow Peace and Healing
Gather ing. . . .1
Garrick


